Welcome to the Farming
Advice Service newsletter
Thank you for continuing to subscribe to
our monthly newsletter. We hope you find the
content useful and welcome any feedback or
suggestions on topics you would like to see
covered in future editions.

Contact us
FAS technical advice line: 03000 200 301
advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk
farmingadviceservice.org.uk
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Key dates
Below are details of forthcoming key dates that you should be aware of.
1 March

You must not cut or trim hedges or trees from this date, but you can carry out hedge and tree
coppicing and hedge laying from 1 March until 30 April. Fruit and nut trees in orchards, or trees
acting as windbreaks in orchards, vineyards, hop yards or hop gardens, are not included in the ban.
(GAEC* 7a and GAEC 7c).

15 March

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 2022 application window opens. (BPS 2022).

15 March

Countryside Stewardship and Environmental Stewardship annual revenue claims open.

In case you missed them...
16 January

For any land located in a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ), this was the date from which you can apply
manufactured nitrogen fertilisers to grassland and tillage land if conditions are suitable. This is subject
to compliance with the Farming Rules for Water and there is agronomic justification. (SMR** 1).

1 February

For any land located in an NVZ, from this date you could apply organic manure with a high, readily
available nitrogen content (for example, slurry, poultry manures or liquid digested sewage sludge) to
grassland and tillage land on all soil types if conditions are suitable and you adhere to the quantity
restrictions for applying these manures. This is also subject to compliance with the Farming Rules
for Water and there is agronomic justification. (SMR 1).

8 February

Applications opened for Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier, Mid Tier and Wildlife Offers for
agreements to start on 1 January 2023. (GOV.UK).

28 February

For any land located in an NVZ, this date is the end for quantity restrictions for applying organic
manures with a high, readily available nitrogen content. This is subject to compliance with the
Farming Rules for Water and there is agronomic justification. (SMR 1).

* GAEC = Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition
** SMR = Statutory Management Requirement

For more details about the information provided in the key dates table, please visit the Guide to cross compliance in England 2022 page of GOV.UK.
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How can we help you?
Free and confidential advice
The Farming Advice Service (FAS) is funded
by the Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (Defra). We provide free,
confidential advice to help farmers in England
understand and meet the requirements of
cross compliance. These requirements apply to
you if you are a Basic Payment Scheme (BPS),
Countryside Stewardship or Environmental
Stewardship claimant.
We update the farming sector on relevant
Government farming policy that is applicable in
England and the actions that can be taken to
help farmers to be compliant with regulations.
Our newsletter also provides articles on topics
that are complementary to cross compliance,
such as practices to benefit the wider
environment and wellbeing support.
Our website hosts all of the previous FAS
newsletters, technical articles and webinars
that cover topics in more detail.

Getting in contact with the advice
line
Farmers requiring telephone advice from FAS
can contact the Rural Services Helpline on
03000 200 301, Monday to Friday, between
08:30 and 17:00. The Rural Services Helpline
provides a single number for all FAS, Rural
Payments Agency, Animal and Plant Health
Agency, Natural England and forestry enquiries.
You can also email enquiries to
advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk. Our
helpline team aims to respond to all telephone
and email enquiries within one working day.
The advice given to individual farmers is
confidential; we do not disclose any personal or
individual information, or data obtained during
advisory activities.

Updates from the
Future Farming blog
and industry
announcements
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra) regularly adds updates to the Future
Farming blog on GOV.UK. In this article, FAS
provides links to some of the recent posts and to
other recent industry announcements. Subscribe to
the Future Farming blog for the latest updates.
• Details of Defra’s review of the Countryside
Stewardship payment rates were recently published
on GOV.UK. These rates apply to all Countryside
Stewardship agreements from 1 January 2022.
• On 8 February, Defra provided an update on the
Lump Sum Exit Scheme and delinked payments.
• Applications for Countryside Stewardship opened
on 8 February, more information is on GOV.UK.

Have your say
on FAS services
We would like to hear your views on
the services we provide and would be
very grateful if you could spare a few
moments to complete this survey.
Your individual responses will be
anonymous and will not be shared. The
findings will be used to assess the quality
of the service and ensure it is meeting
your needs.

• The Farming is Changing blog post provides an
overview on the changes to farming in England.
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Lump Sum Exit Scheme and
delinked payments consultation
response published
On 8 February, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) released its response to the
consultation on the Lump Sum Exit Scheme and delinked payments in England.

Lump Sum Exit Scheme

Delinked payments

Defra’s response sets out how the
Lump Sum Exit Scheme will work.
It will offer farmers who wish to exit
the industry the option of taking a
lump sum payment, enabling them
to leave farming in a planned way.
Once they have received a lump
sum, they won’t be eligible for any
further Direct Payments.
Defra expects that farmers will
be able to apply from April 2022 to
the end of September 2022.
More information can be found on
GOV.UK.
As set out in the Agricultural
Transition Plan, Defra will provide
additional support for new entrants
alongside the Lump Sum Exit
Scheme.

Defra also intends to replace the
Basic Payment Scheme in 2024 with
‘delinked payments’. Once these are
introduced, recipients will no longer
have to farm the land to receive
the payments until they have been
phased out by the end of 2027.
Replacing the Basic Payment
Scheme with delinked payments will
make things simpler for farmers and
the Rural Payments Agency. It will
free up farmers to focus on running
their business and delivering the
practices that can be rewarded
under the new schemes, including
the environmental land management
schemes.

Defra has provided supporting
communications and engagement to
make sure farmers and stakeholders
are aware of and feel informed about
the consultation. You can read the
latest information on Defra’s future
farming blog. You can also read the
press release on GOV.UK.
Those who continue farming will
still have to comply with regulations
that protect the environment, plant
health and animal welfare. The
requirement to comply with these
will not be related to the delinked
payments they receive.

Updating
your details
held by
the Rural
Payments
service
The Rural Payments service is the
Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs’ (Defra) online
registration system for farmers,
animal keepers and rural traders and
businesses. It is important that your
details held by the Rural Payments
service are kept up to date as these
are what will be used to contact you
about important issues.
The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) has
produced a step-by-step guide on how
to register and update your details
on GOV.UK. This page is where any
planned maintenance dates for the
Rural Payments service are published,
so it is important to keep checking it.
There have been some recent
updates to the Rural Payment Service,
including making sure that the email
address registered is being used by
only one person. This makes it easier
to identify the person getting in
contact. Please visit GOV.UK for more
information. This page is updated
regularly when there are changes.
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Farming Rules for Water –

are you familiar with them?
The Farming Rules for Water were introduced in 2018 to
help improve water quality by reducing water pollution
from agriculture. The rules apply to all farmers in
England and relate to good farming practices, which
many farmers are already following, to prevent manure,
fertiliser and soil from entering watercourses. This
article provides a summary of the eight rules.
The rules apply to many farming or horticultural practices
(such as the use and storage of organic or manufactured
fertiliser), planting and harvesting, soil management
(such as ploughing or planting cover crops) and managing
livestock.
We have produced a technical article about the rules
that you can read on our website. The article includes
information on the purpose of the rules, how to comply
with them and how they are enforced.

Below are links to articles about the farming rules for
water that have featured in previous FAS newsletters:
• Rule 1 – requirements for nutrient applications
• Rule 2 – storing organic manures
• Rules 3, 4 and 5 – application of manures and fertilisers
• Rule 6 – Reasonable precautions to prevent soil erosion
• Rule 7 – Protecting against soil erosion by livestock
• Rule 8 - position of livestock feeders
For further help with the Farming Rules for Water
requirements, contact the FAS helpline on 03000 200 301
or email advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk. Please also
read our article on silage, slurry and agricultural fuel oil
(SSAFO) storage requirements in the September 2021 FAS
newsletter.

Watch our
webinar
recordings
In case you missed our webinar
sessions In January and
February, you can watch the
recordings by clicking on the
links below:
• Cross compliance update for
2022
• Future support schemes
• Steps to reduce ammonia
emissions on farms
• Livestock movements and
identification
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Are you prepared for the hedge
and tree-cutting closed period?
The closed period that places a ban on cutting and trimming hedges and trees between 1 March and 31 August
(inclusive) is a cross compliance requirement under Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC) 7a:
Boundaries and GAEC 7c: Trees.

If you are a Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), Countryside
Stewardship or Environmental Stewardship claimant, or if
you claim the Farm Woodland Premium element of English
Woodland Grant Scheme, then you must adhere to these
requirements on land being used for agriculture, which may
include woodland (e.g. when used for grazing), or you could
receive a reduction in your payment. Members of the public
can report a breach of cross compliance rules to the Rural
Payments Agency (RPA), which may lead to an inspection
and a reduction in your payments.
Please note, fruit and nut trees in orchards, and trees
acting as windbreaks in orchards, vineyards, hop yards or
hop gardens are not included in the ban. Hedges around a
dwelling house are also not included in the ban.
Some exemptions apply where the hedge or tree is
causing a danger to, or obstructing, the public or where
the hedge or tree is dead or diseased. Newly laid hedgerows
are also exempt from the rules if cut by hand. You will also
be exempt from the cutting or trimming rules if you are
carrying out coppicing during the period 1 March to 30 April
(inclusive).
You can also apply to the RPA in writing for a cross
compliance derogation to cut or trim hedges or trees during
the closed period. This includes derogations to cut or trim a
hedge or a tree during the month of August for the purposes
of sowing oil seed rape or temporary grassland during that
month.

You should wait for written permission before carrying
out any work.
The RPA can be contacted by email (ruralpayments@
defra.gov.uk) or by post (Rural Payments Agency, PO
Box 52, Worksop, S80 9FG). All correspondence should
be marked with ‘cross compliance derogation’ to ensure
it is directed to the correct team. Please note, email
correspondence is strongly recommended to get a quicker
response.
Please be aware that a derogation to cut a tree within a
hedgerow would need to be considered under:
• GAEC 7a: Boundaries – with respect to the hedgerow that
the tree is a part of;
• GAEC 7c: Trees – with respect to the tree itself.
This mirrors the situation where, if a licence has
been issued to fell trees in a hedge, permission will also
be required from your local planning authority under the
Hedgerows Regulations 1997 if it is proposed to remove part
of the hedgerow. It is advisable to apply early if you think
you will require a derogation from this requirement.
You also need to make sure that you take into account
any obligations under any Stewardship Schemes when
cutting or trimming hedges or trees and make any minor or
temporary adjustments to your agreement if necessary.
Full details of the requirements can be found in
GAEC 7a: Boundaries and GAEC 7c: Trees.
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Reducing
agricultural
emissions of
ammonia

Ammonia (NH3) is a gas that negatively affects air quality. The primary source of UK ammonia
emissions is agriculture that accounted for 88% of the UK’s total in 2019. Most agricultural
emissions are linked to production, storage and spreading of manures, slurries and agricultural
fertiliser. This technical note summarises opportunities available to farmers to reduce ammonia
emissions from their holdings and therefore play their part in improving UK air quality. The full
article can be read on our website here.

Opportunities
Changing agricultural practices
to reduce ammonia (NH3) loss
from slurry and manure means
more nitrogen is retained on
farm to be used by crops.
Given recent increases in
fertiliser prices, plus the carbon
challenges posed by nitrogen
fertiliser production, this
represents a real opportunity.

Livestock diets
The ultimate prevention tactic
when considering bovine
ammonia emissions is to
manage stock at pasture. Urine,
the source of most ammonia
emissions, is rapidly absorbed

by the soil following deposition
and emissions curtailed. For
housed livestock, regular
analysis of feeds, especially
forages, will ensure correct
rations are being fed and further
reduce the risk of ammonia
waste.

Spreading organic
manures
Spreading the right amount
of manure, in the right place
and at the right time of year is
important to reduce potential
for loss. Regular soil analysis, a
regulatory requirement via the
Farming Rules for Water (FRfW),
should form the basis of a fieldspecific Nutrient Management
Plan (NMP). Manure analysis,
which can be a practical
challenge, is also advisable to
improve accuracy. Ammonia is
volatile, so reducing prolonged
exposure of manure to the
air is important. This means
that when manures are to be
incorporated into the soil, the
sooner this is done the better.
About 50% of the total ammonia
emissions from surface

spreading of cattle slurry occurs
within six hours.
Where liquid manures are
to be applied and remain on the
surface, using low emissions
kit is recommended. Injection,
trailing shoe and dribble bar
machines all reduce ammonia
emissions compared to splash
plates. Deep injection can
cut emissions by up to 90%
compared to splash plate.
Shallow injection cuts relative
emissions by 70-80%, with
trailing shoe and dribble bar
kit typically reducing emissions
by 30-60% and 30-35%
respectively.
Ammonia emissions
from manure spreading are
significantly impacted by the
weather conditions at the
time. Warm, windy conditions
and dry soils tend to result in
significantly higher levels of
emissions compared to moist,
cool, still spreading days. Also
remember that wet, rainy days
should be avoided because of a
higher risk of run-off.
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Manure storage

Housing

Manufactured fertiliser

Having sufficient storage to enable
manures to be spread at the most
suitable time of the year is a starting
point when considering emissions
from manure storage. The next aim
should be to reduce the opportunity
for ammonia loss from the manure
store surface. Deep, covered (airtight)
stores are the ultimate. For slurry
and digestate stores, floating or fixed
impermeable covers have the potential
to cut emissions from the store by
around 60 and 80% respectively.
Natural crusts or introduced barriers,
including chopped straw and clay
balls, reduce emissions by around 4050% compared to uncovered stores.
However, the permeable covers do
not have the added rainfall-excluding
advantage of the impermeable
alternatives. Covering solid manure
heaps, possibly with old silage
sheets, will also reduce emissions.
Manures should be kept dry to reduce
emissions and stockpiles spread to
land as soon as practical to reduce
loss from open heaps. If you store
silage, slurry or agricultural fuel oil
(SSAFO), please ensure you read the
rules on GOV.UK.

The opportunities within animal
housing focus around reducing the
exposure of urine to air, the point
at which most ammonia emissions
occur. Use of absorbent bedding,
such as straw, will help, as will
regular cleaning of yards where
manures are deposited. Every effort,
particularly when designing new
livestock buildings, should be taken to
encourage drainage of urine to covered
storage. Installation of natural wind
breaks (such as a tree shelterbelt)
offers some potential to reduce wind
flow around buildings and may also
absorb some of the escaping gas.

Emissions from manufactured
fertiliser primarily result from ureabased products when urea is broken
down in the soil, relatively quickly,
by the urease enzyme with the
consequential loss of ammonia. Other
forms of nitrogen, including the most
common, ammonium nitrate (AN)
break down in a different way and
have far lower ammonia emissions.
Losses from urea fertiliser increase
as temperatures increase, but
reduce if applied immediately before
rainfall so the urea washes into
the soil. Using AN-based fertilisers
will reduce ammonia emissions
when compared with straight urea.
Alternatively, inhibitors can be added
to urea to slow down, by a few days,
the activity of the enzyme, allowing
the applied urea to be absorbed
into the soil, after which emissions
are much lower. The addition of
inhibitors to urea is thought to cut
ammonia loss by around 70%. Urease
inhibitor treatment does increase
cost, however, the increase does
not appear to remove the financial
competitiveness of the protected urea
product.

Low pH opportunities
Ammonia emissions from liquid
slurries and digestates during
housing, and subsequent open
storage and spreading, can be
significantly reduced if the pH of the
material is kept below 6 by adding
acidifying additives. This low pH
method offers many advantages
in that its benefits are transferred
through the livestock system,
especially if applied in the housing or
storage phases.

This article was written by
John Morgan who also recently
delivered a webinar on ways
farmers can reduce ammonia
emissions on their farms. You can
watch the recording on the FAS
website here.

Job opportunities
for Afghanistan
refugees in food
production
sectors
The Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (Defra) has been working
with the Department of Work and Pensions
(DWP) and the National Farmers’ Union
(NFU) to signpost people arriving from
Afghanistan towards job opportunities in
food production sectors.
People have already been matched with
opportunities, and are filling critical
vacancies in the food sector. Defra
encourages businesses that are interested
to email employer.advice@dwp.gov.uk with
details about any relevant opportunities they
have.
Alternatively, employers can upload
opportunities targeted at Afghan refugees
to the ‘Find A Job’ tool and then email
employer.advice@dwp.gov.uk to draw
attention to these opportunities. Upload your
job opportunities on the ‘Find a Job’ tool on
GOV.UK.
Businesses that have access to
accommodation are encouraged to offer this
to those who have arrived from Afghanistan
using the Accommodation Portal on GOV.UK.
Find out more on GOV.UK.
More information on the Government’s
plan to assist Afghan refugees can be found
on GOV.UK.
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Water abstraction –
river flows, refilling
reservoirs and
irrigation prospects

The latest information on river flows at sites that the Environment
Agency monitors can be found on GOV.UK. When river flows are
normal or higher, please take every possible opportunity to top
up winter storage reservoirs ready for the start of the irrigation
season, especially during the current unsettled periods.
The Met Office has confirmed that England had its ninth driest
January in a series that goes back to 1862, with just 38%
(31.7mm) of its long-term average rainfall. You can read more
information here. February’s rainfall at this stage looks to be
on course to be at least average, if not higher for most of the
country. The Environment Agency has released its initial irrigation
prospects, which are published on our Technical Articles page.
The prospects are not as good across the country as they were
this time last year, reflecting the dry winter up to the end of
January, and are typically in the range of moderate to good. There
is somewhat of a North-South split, with prospects tending to be
better as you move further North. The next two months will be
critical in determining the water resources position going into the
irrigation season. The latest Met Office long range weather forecast
is predicting unsettled conditions to continue into mid-March,
although with wetter conditions likely to occur in the North and
North West.

Reviewing your abstraction licence needs
Farmers should have reviewed their abstraction licence needs
over the winter to be ready for next summer. Guidance on water
abstraction during prolonged dry weather and drought is available
on GOV.UK. For more information on how to make longer term
changes to your licence to meet your business needs, please visit
GOV.UK. The Environment Agency is experiencing a large backlog
of abstraction licence applications, so it is encouraging applicants
to apply as early as possible. If you are concerned about the timing
on determination of a licence to help qualify for the Farming
Investment Fund (e.g. for funding a reservoir), please make sure
you clearly mark on the application form or covering letter that the
application relates to the grant. The Environment Agency will then
be in touch to discuss timescales.
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An introduction to
riparian buffer strips,
windbreaks and
shelterbelts – using
the England Woodland
Creation Offer to
create new woodland
on your farm

The new England Woodland Creation Offer (EWCO) is a grant that can help you to
create new woodland on your farm. In this article, we are going to concentrate on
riparian buffer strips, windbreaks and shelterbelts, that might help you to resolve
specific issues on your land:

1. Riparian buffer strips:
Riparian means along the riverside, so
this type of woodland creation is when
you plant trees between your farmed
land and streams, rivers or lakes. They
act as a buffer zone reducing and, in
most instances, preventing water that
might have agricultural chemicals in
it from reaching the river. This helps
improve water quality and reduce flood
risk in certain areas. Buffer strips can
also stabilise riverbanks, improve water
conditions for fish and wildlife, and
capture carbon dioxide from the air to
help tackle climate change, helping you
to get your farm closer to net zero.

2. Windbreaks or shelterbelts:
Windbreaks and shelterbelts are a
common feature on many farms in
the UK. Blocks of trees are planted
to protect your stock and crops from
strong prevailing winds and to reduce
soil erosion when the land is bare. A
shelterbelt is normally on the upwind
edge of a field. However, if you are
looking to remove ammonia pollution
from the air, they should be downwind
from a livestock or poultry shed.
They also provide woodfuel for energy
production and encourage additional
habitats so you’ll see more nature
around the farm.
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What to consider if you want
to create a shelterbelt or
windbreak on your farm
1. What do you want to achieve from
making a new woodland? Set some
goals to help with this (for example,
are you hoping to improve the water
quality around your farm?).
2. Make sure you do some planning so
you plant the trees in the right place
to either solve your problem or give
you the benefit you want.
3. Select the right tree species or group
of species that you want to plant.
Match your trees with the soils you
are planting into to make sure you
get the best results.
4. Use a map to clearly identify the
planting location for the shelterbelt –
make sure that your shelterbelt is in
the right place for the job you want
it to do (upwind to provide shelter for
stock and downwind to help remove
air pollution from ammonia).
5. Order your trees from suppliers that
follow best biosecurity practice (for
example, those with Plant Healthy
certification or similar). Read more
about Plant Healthy Certification.
6. Make the minimum disturbance when
you prepare the ground for planting
to avoid any further soil erosion.
7. Fence off the planting area so that
stock cannot get in and cause
damage.
8. Protect the trees from livestock
and deer/rabbits/voles using tree
shelters.

What to consider if you want
to create a woodland riparian
buffer strip on your farm
Woods along rivers and streams are not
too different from other woodlands, so
you’ll need to consider the points in the
section above. You should make sure
that you disconnect any existing field
drainage that runs into and under the
new woodland area, otherwise you won’t
stop the issues you are trying to resolve.
You should also consider the following
site conditions:
1. Think about whether your soil is
compacted, clayey or freely draining.
Tree roots can help reduce some
compaction – if you have a clayey
waterlogged soil, pick trees that like
those conditions
2. To really slow down water and stop
it from reaching the river too quickly
you should plant on slopes that have
less than a 12% gradient.
3. Don’t be tempted to use weedkilling chemicals to control existing
vegetation near to rivers and streams
– this is closely controlled by the
Farming Rules for Water. You should
cut back or hand pull weeds.

4. If your buffer isn’t wide enough, it is
unlikely to be able to slow the flow of
water and help it to percolate through
the soil. To receive funding from the
Forestry Commission’s woodland
creation grant, riparian buffers
should be at least 10 metres wide.

land where the woodland is in the
right location and the design will
provide multiple public benefits. One
of these is for riparian buffers at
£1,600 per hectare.

How can the EWCO support
the creation of riparian
buffer strips, windbreaks and
shelterbelts?
• Support for the capital items and
activities to establish new woodland,
with payments covering 100% of
standard costs (the national average).
• Ten years of annual maintenance
payments to help establish the young
trees.
• A contribution towards the actual
cost of installing infrastructure to
either enable the current and future
management of the woodland, or to
provide recreational access.
• Optional additional contributions
where the location of the woodland
and its design will deliver public
benefits. You can apply for multiple
additional contributions on the same

Additional information:
• A longer version of this article
is on the FAS website here
• Find out more information
on the England Woodland
Creation Offer, including how
to apply, on GOV.UK
• For more information on
shelterbelts and riparian
buffer strips, visit GOV.UK
• The Soil Association
Agroforestry Handbook has
lots of useful information to
help with the points in this
article

Sign up to FAS services

Get the latest updates by following FAS on Twitter
Follow us on @DefraFAS for up-to-the-minute updates on publications, events and industry information.

Subscribe to our free monthly Newsletter
If you don’t already receive our monthly FAS newsletter, please visit
farmingadviceservice.org.uk and enter your email address into the newsletter sign up box.
Alternatively, please email bookings@farmingadviceservice.org.uk
with ‘Register for newsletter’ in the subject line.

In line with data protection regulations, such as the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the UK Data Protection Act 2018,
FAS has updated its privacy policy to explain how your data is kept safe.
To view the policy, please visit
www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/events/privacy/

