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Key dates

For more details about the information provided in the key 
dates table, please visit the Guide to cross compliance in 
England 2021 and the Rural Payments Agency key dates 
2021 pages of GOV.UK

FAS has produced a handy, printable, one-page poster of all 
the cross compliance dates for 2021, which you can access 
and download from here.

30 July This is the deadline for the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) to receive 
paper and online Countryside Stewardship Mid Tier applications, 
including Wildlife Offers. (GOV.UK)

1 August If you have been granted a derogation by the RPA, you may be able to 
cut or trim hedges throughout August for the purpose of sowing oilseed 
rape or temporary grassland during that month. (GAEC* 7a)

1 August For any land located in a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ), this is the start 
of the closed period for applying organic manure with a high, readily 
available nitrogen content (for example, slurry, poultry manures or 
liquid digested sewage sludge) to tillage land on shallow or sandy soils, 
except where crops will be sown on or before 15 September.  (SMR** 1)

1 September You can cut or trim hedges and trees from this date. (GAEC 7a and 
GAEC 7c)

1 September For any land located in an NVZ, this is the start of the closed period 
for applying organic manure with a high, readily available nitrogen 
content (for example, slurry, poultry manures or liquid digested sewage 
sludge) to grassland on shallow or sandy soils. (SMR 1)

1 September For any land located in an NVZ, this is the start of the closed period for 
applying manufactured nitrogen fertilisers to tillage land. (SMR 1)

15 September For any land located in an NVZ, this is the start of the closed period for 
applying manufactured nitrogen fertilisers to grassland. (SMR 1)

16 September For any land located in an NVZ, this is the start of the closed period 
for applying organic manure with a high, readily available nitrogen 
content (for example, slurry, poultry manures or liquid digested sewage 
sludge) to tillage land on shallow or sandy soils that have been sown 
with crops on or before 15 September. (SMR 1)

Below are details of forthcoming key dates that you should be aware of.

* GAEC = Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition
** SMR = Statutory Management Requirement

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021-html-version
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/resources/cross-compliance-key-dates-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021-html-version
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-7a-boundaries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-1-nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvzs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-7a-boundaries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-7c-trees
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-1-nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvzs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-1-nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvzs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-1-nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvzs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-1-nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvzs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021/rural-payments-agency-key-dates-2021-html-version


Page 3Issue 65

Free and confidential 
advice 
FAS provides free, confidential 
advice on cross compliance 
requirements, some aspects of 
the Water Environment (Water 
Framework Directive) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2017 (such as 
silage, slurry and agricultural fuel oil 
(SSAFO), and waste exemptions) and 
regulations on the sustainable use 
of pesticides. The cross compliance 
rules apply to you if you are a Basic 
Payment Scheme (BPS), Countryside 
Stewardship or Environmental 
Stewardship claimant.

FAS updates the farming sector 
on relevant Government farming 
policy that is applicable in England 
and the actions that can be taken to 
help farmers to be compliant with 
regulations. 

England’s domestic farming 
legislation requires an advisory 
system that covers cross compliance, 
water protection and aspects of 
pesticide use. In England, this is 
provided by the Farming Advice 
Service (FAS). The advice given 
to individual farmers must be 
confidential – that is, FAS must not 
disclose any personal or individual 
information, or data it obtains during 
its advisory activities.

Getting in contact with the 
advice line
Farmers requiring telephone advice 
from FAS can contact the Rural 
Services Helpline on 03000 200 301 
Monday to Friday between 08:30 and 
17:00. Our helpline is operating as 
normal and we continue to support 
farmers.

The Rural Services Helpline 
provides a single number for all FAS, 
Rural Payments Agency, Animal 
and Plant Health Agency, Natural 
England and forestry enquiries.  
By providing a single point of 
contact, the Government aims to 
make it simpler for farmers to access 
technical guidance on a range of 
topics, including cross compliance, 
agricultural payment schemes and 
animal health inspections.

You can also email enquiries to 
advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk

How can FAS help you?

In May, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
announced the England Trees Action Plan 2021-2024. This sets out a 
programme of new measures o boost tree planting and woodland creation, 
and improve woodland management in England. This article provides more 
information and a link to the full plan.

Trees are at the forefront of the Government’s plans to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050. They will help to bend the curve of biodiversity loss and 
create thousands of green jobs, while better connecting people with nature. The 
England Trees Action Plan 2021-2024, supported by an intended £500 million 
from the Nature for Climate Fund, is a once-in-a-generation plan. 

Actions that can be taken to help achieve Defra’s vision for trees and 
woodlands in England include:
• applying	for	grants	to	help	establish	trees	and	woodlands	(for	example,	the

England Woodland Creation Offer);
• accessing	advice	and	guidance	on	establishing	trees	and	woodlands;
• planting	trees,	particularly	where	they	will	make	the	most	difference	for

water, biodiversity and climate resilience.

The full plan can be accessed on GOV.UK.

The England Trees 
Action Plan 2021-2024

mailto:advice%40farmingadviceservice.org.uk?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-trees-action-plan-2021-to-2024
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The Future Farm Resilience Fund is designed to provide tailored business support to farmers and land managers during the early years of the agricultural transition period. 
Support will be available from August 2021 to March 2022. In this article, FAS provides the contact details for the organisations that will be delivering the support. 

Following a competition launched in 
March, £10.7 million of funding has been 
awarded to 19 organisations to support 
farmers and land managers who are in 
receipt of Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 
payments. The support will be available, 
free of charge, from August this year 
through to March 2022 and any farmer 
or land manager in receipt of BPS is 
eligible to apply.

The Government is urging farmers 
to sign up to the scheme, which aims 
to deliver direct benefits to farmers and 
land managers by enabling them to:   
•	 understand	the	changes	that	

are happening as a result of the 
agricultural transition period;

•	 identify	how,	what	and	when	you	may	
need to adapt your business model;  

•	 access	tailored	support	to	address	
these changes.  

The scheme will focus on assisting 
farmers and land managers to make 
the right decisions for themselves, their 
families and their business through 
effective discussion and planning. The 
scheme will signpost the wider support 
available, including wellbeing.

The Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is taking 
a phased approach to the support. The 
lessons learned will feed into the design 

of a final phase which will be available 
between 2022 and 2024.

The contact information for the 
organisations, and the regions and 
sectors they are covering, can be found in 
the table below.

To keep up to date with  the details 
of the scheme, please subscribe to  
Defra’s Future Farming blog and sign up 
to Defra’s e-alerts.

Future Farming Resilience Fund to open in August

Organisation Named contact Contact information Webpage Coverage Sector

Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board (AHDB)

Steve Dunkley steve.dunkley@ahdb.org.uk 
07841 570549

page to be set up England Grazing livestock 
and Cereals

Berrys Will Davies will.davies@berrys.uk.com
07469 858749

www.berrys.uk.com Staffordshire, Cheshire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire, Hertfordshire, 
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, 
Rutland, Leicestershire, Derbyshire

No particular sector

The organisations delivering support under the Future Farming Resilience Fund

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/subscribe/
https://preferences.mailshot.defra.gov.uk/
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Organisation Named contact Contact information Webpage Coverage Sector

Brown & Co Greg Beeton Greg.Beeton@brown-co.com
07919 015676

www.brown-co.com North (Northumberland, Durham), North East 
and Central (Yorkshire, Humber, Lincolnshire, 
Derbyshire) Midlands (Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, Warwickshire, Oxfordshire, 
Herefordshire, Shropshire), East (Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Cambs, Bucks, Bedfordshire, Kent), 
South West (Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset)

Targeting all 
farmers and 
farm types with 
an emphasis 
on tenants, 
older farmers 
and those 
under financial 
pressures.

Bury Beet Group Jamie Gwatkin jamie.gwatkin@virgin.net
01284 386111

Suffolk and Norfolk Arable and sugar 
beet

Ceres Rural  LLP Sebastian Murray, 
George Badger

sebastian.murray@ceresrural.co.uk,  
george.badger@ceresrural.co.uk
01865 790790

www.ceresrural.co.uk Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, 
Oxfordshire, Warwickshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, Suffolk, Kent, 
Sussex, Berkshire, Gloucestershire

Arable

Devon County 
Council

Linda Wilson, 
Charlotte Molyneux

linda.wilson@devon.gov.uk,  
charlotte.molyneux@devon.gov.uk
01392 383000

Devon and Somerset No particular 
sector

DJM Consulting Flora Farrell flora@theruralbusiness.co.uk
01746 714089

www.theruralbusiness.co.uk Shropshire, West Midlands, South Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire, 
Gloucestershire, Derbyshire, Northamptonshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Oxfordshire, Leicestershire, 
Rutland, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire

No particular 
sector

JH Agri 
Consultancy

James Hadwin jhadwin@jhagriconsultancy.co.uk
07739 176667

Cumbria, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cheshire, 
Northumberland

Livestock

Kite Consulting Jennie Moore jennie.moore@kiteconsulting.com
01902 854797

www.kiteconsulting.com Cumbria, Lancashire, Cheshire, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire, Somerset, Devon, Northampton, 
Suffolk

Dairy

Landworkers’ 
Alliance

Jyoti Fernandes jyoti.fernandes@landworkersalliance.org.uk
(+44)7875849754

www.landworkersalliance.org.uk England Horticulture, 
dairy, SME meat, 
mixed farming

The organisations delivering support under the Future Farming Resilience Fund
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Organisation Named contact Contact information Webpage Coverage Sector

Laurence Gould 
Partnership

Keith 
Leddington-Hill

keith@laurencegould.com
07968 412052

www.laurencegouldcom Kent, East Sussex, West Sussex, Surry, 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Dorest, Wiltshire, 
Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Rutland, Worcestershire, Warwickshire, 
Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Berkshire, 
Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, 
Northumberland, Cumbria, Durham

No particular 
sector

M B Hodgson & Son 
Limited

Kathryn Sayce kathryn@nwuauctions.co.uk
01539 566222

www.nwauctions.co.uk Cumbria, North Lancashire, North Yorkshire Livestock

Natural Enterprise Graham Biss graham.biss@naturalenterprise.co.uk
01983 296244

www.naturalenterprise.co.uk Isle of Wight No particular 
sector

The National 
Institute of 
Agricultural Botany 
(NIAB)

Elizabeth 
Stockdale

elizabeth.stockdale@niab.com
07957 966802

www.niab.com Wessex and Cotswolds Arable

Promar International Sandra Callwood sandra.callwood@genusplc.com
07971 118688

www.promar-international.com England Dairy, Beef and 
Sheep

Ricardo-AEA Ltd Dedicated 
helpline team

ffrf@ricardo.com
01235 753530

http://FutureFarming.eventbrite.com England No particular 
sector

RSK ADAS Limited Kathleen Wolton resilience@adas.co.uk www.adas.uk England Any sector

Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC)

Neil Carter neil.carter@sac.co.uk
07825 781347

www.sac.co.uk England Any sector

The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund

Keith Halstead khalstead@countrysidefund.org.uk
07551 870806

www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk 11 English sub-regions (Cumbria, Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Northumberland, Durham Dales, 
Peak District, Dartmoor, Exmoor, Lincolnshire, 
Herefordshire and Cornwall) plus one virtual 
group

Dairy, Beef and 
Sheep

The organisations delivering support under the Future Farming Resilience Fund
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•	 The	Agricultural	Transition	
Plan	progress	update	was	
published	on	30	June	
2021.	It	provides	an	update	
from	the	Department	for	
Environment,	Food	and	Rural	
Affairs	(Defra)	on	the	rollout	
of	the	Sustainable	Farming	
Incentive	in	2022,	including	
which	standards	will	be	
included	in	the	offer.	Follow	
the	links	below	for	more	
information	on	these:
	- Improved	grassland	soils	
standard	2022;

	- Arable	and	horticultural	
soils	standard	2022;

	- Moorland	and	rough	razing	
standard;

	- Annual	health	and	welfare	
review.

•	 The	Environmental	land	
management	schemes:	
payment	principles	document	
was	also	published	on	
30	June	2021.	This	sets	
out	Defra’s	approach	to	
environmental	scheme	
payments	throughout	the	
agricultural	transition	
period.	This	includes	the	
new	environmental	land	
management	schemes	and	
existing	schemes	such	as	
Countryside	Stewardship.	

•	 The	Farming	in	Protected	
Landscapes	programme	
launched	on	1	July	2021	
and	offers	funding	to	farmers	
and	land	managers	in	Areas	
of	Outstanding	Natural	
Beauty	(AONB),	National	
Parks	and	the	Broads.	It	
is	not	an	agri-environment	
scheme.	It	will	run	from	July	
2021	until	March	2024.	To	
apply,	you	must	manage	all	
of	the	land	included	in	the	
application	and	have	control	
of	the	activities	you	would	
like	to	do,	or	have	written	
permission	from	those	who	
manage	or	control	the	land.	
For	information	on	what	the	
scheme	will	pay	for,	payment	
rates	and	how	to	apply,	
please	click	here.

•	 The	application	window	
for	the	England	Woodland	
Creation	Offer	opened	on	
9	June	2021.	The	grant	is	
administered	by	the	Forestry	
Commission	and	aims	to	
support	woodland	creations	
and	tree	planting	across	
England.	You	can	apply	for	
work	that	you	will	complete	
and	claim	for	by	31	March	
2023.	For	more	information	
on	eligibility	and	how	to	
apply,	please	click	here.

•	 Defra	is	keen	to involve 
farmers in the co-design 
of the Future Farming and 
Countryside Programme.	If	
you	would	like	to	sign	up	to	
be	contacted	about	research	
opportunities	in	this	area,	
please	click	here.

Round-up of recent 
industry updates 
There have been several announcements in the industry recently, 
some regarding new schemes. In this article, FAS provides an 
overview of them with links to further information

Please	make	sure	to	
take	a	look	at	Defra’s	
Future	Farming	blog	page	
where	blog	updates	on	
the	industry	are	posted	
regularly.	You	can	sign	
up	here	to	receive	email	
alerts	when	new	posts	are	
published.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/improved-grassland-soils-standard-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/improved-grassland-soils-standard-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/arable-and-horticultural-soils-standard-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/arable-and-horticultural-soils-standard-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update#moorland-and-rough-grazing-standard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-payment-principles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-payment-principles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-payment-principles
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/funding-for-farmers-in-protected-landscapes
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/funding-for-farmers-in-protected-landscapes
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/funding-for-farmers-in-protected-landscapes
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/get-involved/
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/subscribe/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update#moorland-and-rough-grazing-standard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update/agricultural-transition-plan-june-2021-progress-update#annual-health-and-welfare-review
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In this article, FAS provides reminders on the closed periods for spreading organic manure and manufactured fertiliser, and 
gives links to useful documents to help you understand the rules relating to NVZs.

There are established closed periods 
for NVZs that apply to certain types of 
organic manure (those with more than 
30% readily available nitrogen, such 
as poultry manure and liquid organic 
manure) and manufactured fertilisers. 
If any of your land is located within an 
NVZ, you must not spread during the 
dates shown in Table 1 and Table 2 (all 
dates inclusive).

There are some exceptions to 
the rules for the closed periods 
for manufactured fertiliser, more 
information on this can be found at 
GOV.UK.

In addition to the closed periods, 
the Farming Rules for Water require 
farmers to match nutrient applications 
to the needs of crops and soil. Nutrient 
management planning reduces the risk 
of pollution that may occur through 
applying excessive amounts of manure 
and fertiliser that cannot be used by the 
crop. Please contact the Environment 
Agency for advice and guidance if you 
are unable to meet these requirements.

Useful resources
Most of the queries that FAS receives 
relate to NVZs. To help you to 
understand the NVZ rules, here are 
some links to useful guidance.
•	 FAS	has	produced	an	article	

summarising the NVZ requirements. 
You can read it here.

•	 A	handy	record-keeping	guide	has	
been produced by Briony Burge 
of Creedy Associates Ltd and was 
commissioned by the Catchment 
Sensitive Farming partnership and 
Wessex Water. The guide aims to 
simplify the recording requirements in 
an NVZ and includes guidance on risk 
maps, spreading rules and more. The 
guide can be accessed here.

•	 In	December	2020,	Briony	Burge	
delivered a webinar on the NVZ rules. 
You can watch the recording and 
access the Q&A document for free on 
the FAS website.

•	 The	December	2020	FAS	newsletter 
included an article that answered 
some of the common queries on NVZs 
received	through	the	FAS	helpline	-	
including the calculations required in 
an NVZ.

•	 The	March 2021 FAS newsletter 
included a summary of the records 
required to be in place by 30 April 
each year.

•	 The	April 2021 FAS newsletter 
included an article on the rules for 
spreading organic manures and 
manufactured fertilisers in an NVZ.

•	 Guidance	regarding	NVZ	
requirements when using nitrogen 
fertilisers can be found on the 
Using nitrogen fertilisers in nitrate 
vulnerable zones page on GOV.UK.

•	 ‘Think	Manures’	is	a	guide	to	manure	
management. It includes information 
on how to make the best use of your 
manure stores and gives guidance 
on the spreading rules. It can be 
accessed for free from the Tried & 
Tested website here. 

If you have any questions or require 
further support, please contact the 
FAS helpline (03000 200 301) or email 
(advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk).

Nitrate 
Vulnerable 
Zones  
(NVZs) – 
closed period 
reminders 
and useful 
resources to 
help you with 
the rules

Table 1: Closed periods for organic manure

Grassland Tillage land

Sandy or shallow 
soils

1 September to 31 December 1 August to 31 December 

All other soils 15 October to 31 January 1 October to 31 January 

Grassland Tillage land

15 September to 15 January 1 September to 15 January

Table 2: Closed periods for manufactured fertiliser

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-nitrogen-fertilisers-in-nitrate-vulnerable-zones#when-you-cant-spread-manufactured-nitrogen-fertilisers-closed-periods
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/farming-rules-for-water-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency#org-contacts
https://www.nutrientmanagement.org/tried-and-tested/csf-nvz-guide-march-2020/
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/webinars/nitrate-vulnerable-zones-nvz-webinar-december-2020
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-12/FAS-news-Dec 2020 - FINAL.pdf#page=9
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2021-03/FAS-news_March 2021_Final.pdf#page=7
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2021-04/FAS-news-APRIL-21-finalv1.0_0.pdf#page=9
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-nitrogen-fertilisers-in-nitrate-vulnerable-zones
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-nitrogen-fertilisers-in-nitrate-vulnerable-zones
https://www.nutrientmanagement.org/what-we-do/tools/think-manures-revised-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency#org-contacts
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2021-07/FAS%20NVZ%20Back%20to%20Basics_Final_July%202021.pdf
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Choosing the correct post-harvest 
management technique involves 
taking into consideration the 
weather, soil type and topography; 
the crop that has been harvested; 
and the next crop to be sown. 
Hot, dry conditions can cause 
soils to cap during harvest and 
when being cultivated. This can 
exacerbate runoff, especially if 
rainfall is heavy. To minimise the 
risk of significant runoff, care must 
be taken when deciding what and 
where to sow. 

Ecological Focus Area (EFA) 
catch and cover crops are no longer 
a requirement if you are claiming 
under the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS). However, you may consider 
planting a winter crop or cover crop 
by early autumn, as they will help 
to:
• enhance	soil	organic	matter

levels;
• comply	with	GAEC 4: Providing

minimum soil cover and the
Farming Rules for Water;

• improve	workability;
• retain	moisture	and	nutrient

levels for further crop
development needs;

• provide	valuable	soil	protection
from winter rains;

• prevent	soil	loss	if	sown	by	early
October.

The GAEC 5 page on GOV.UK 
has more information on how to 
limit soil erosion from things such 
as cropping practices, livestock and 
machinery. 

For more information on the 
cross-compliance soil management 
requirements, please refer to the 
Guide to cross compliance in 
England 2021.

Protecting 
your soil 
post-harvest
It’s important to consider the correct 
post-harvest management techniques to 
help your soils. Doing this will benefit the 
next crops and your business, and reduce 
compaction and soil erosion. The methods 
are detailed further in Good Agricultural 
and Environmental Condition  
(GAEC) 5: Minimising soil erosion.

If you have any questions or require further support, please contact the FAS helpline by telephone (03000 200 301) or email advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-4-providing-minimum-soil-cover
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-4-providing-minimum-soil-cover
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rules-for-farmers-and-land-managers-to-prevent-water-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-5-minimising-soil-erosion
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/gaec-5-minimising-soil-erosion
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If you keep animals for agricultural purposes, you 
have a legal obligation to protect their welfare 
by ensuring a minimum standard of care and 
husbandry. It is against the law to neglect farm 
animals and fail to provide for their basic needs. 
This article provides an overview of some of 
the requirements under Statutory Management 
Requirement (SMR) 13: Animal welfare. 

The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 
carries out animal welfare inspections under the 
cross compliance rules. If unnecessary suffering is 
caused to any animal under your care, the breach 
will carry a high severity rating and will affect 
your payments under the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS). Breaches can also affect your payments 
under Countryside Stewardship, Entry Level 
Stewardship, Higher Level Stewardship, woodland 
management plan grant and Farm Woodland 
Premium Scheme. 

These requirements apply to any species kept 
for farming purposes. The full list of requirements 
can be found on GOV.UK.

Animal 
welfare 
reminders

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-13-animal-welfare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-13-animal-welfare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021/smr-13-animal-welfare
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Regularly check your animals
Unlike other SMRs, if a breach of the animal 
welfare rules is found during an inspection by the 
APHA, there is no scaling of the breach relative to 
the number of animals affected. Even if one animal 
has not received appropriate care, this will be 
recorded as a breach. The breach is not related to 
an inspector finding a sick or injured animal, but 
instead how you have managed and treated them.

You must make sure that:
•	 Your	animals	are	looked	after	by	enough	staff	with	

the right skills and knowledge.
•	 Your	animals	are	inspected	thoroughly	once	a	day	

if they require frequent human attention. In other 
systems, they must be inspected as often as is 
necessary to avoid suffering.

•	 Sick	or	injured	animals	are	cared	for	immediately	
and if necessary, call in your vet. These animals 
must be isolated with suitable accommodation, 
and where needed, dry comfortable bedding.

On-farm records 
Having incomplete farm records is a breach 
commonly found by APHA inspectors. This is the 
only breach under the animal welfare rules that 
carries a minimum severity rating because failing 
to keep complete records will not directly affect the 
welfare of the animals under your care.

You must keep on-farm records for at least 
3 years from the date of treatment/inspection, 
(medicine records for food producing animals must 
be kept for at least 5 years) and make them available 
to any authorised person at inspection. Examples of 
on-farm records that are required include:
•	 any	medicinal	treatment	given	to	your	animals	

(including wormers);
•	 the	number	of	deaths	found	when	the	animals	are	

inspected.

Appropriate accommodation must be 
provided 
The basic requirements are set out below. However, 
different species have different requirements, so 
please refer to the relevant guidance in the  
Guide to cross compliance in England 2021.
•	 You	must	give	your	animals	enough	space	so	they	

can move freely in an environment that is clean 
and free from materials that can injure or cause 
harm.

•	 You	must	ensure	buildings	are	correctly	ventilated	
and lit with artificial light if there is not sufficient 
daylight.

•	 If	any	of	your	animals	rely	on	automated/
mechanical equipment (e.g. for food, water, 
heating or ventilation purposes), it is essential this 
equipment is checked at least once a day and any 
faults rectified immediately.

Suitable feed and water
•	 Animals	must	be	fed	a	wholesome	diet	that	is	free	

from substances that can cause harm and they 
must have access to a suitable water supply.

•	 You	must	minimise	any	contamination	of	food	
and water, and the harmful effects of competition 
between animals for food and water through 
the design and location of feeding and watering 
equipment.

Mutilations and breeding procedures
You must not:
•	 carry	out	any	mutilation	or	intervention	on	

your animals, unless the action is classed as 
a ‘permitted procedure’ – more information on 
species-specific permitted procedures can be 
found in the SMR 13 appendix on GOV.UK;

•	 carry	out	breeding	procedures	that	are	likely	to	
cause harm (for example, breeding females when 
they are too young);

•	 keep	animals	for	farming	purposes	if	their	normal	
breed characteristics (genetic and physical) mean 
this will cause damage to their health and welfare.

For more information on animal welfare, please 
visit GOV.UK where you can access the statutory 
requirements set out in the farm animal welfare 
codes.

If you would like to find out more about the 
welfare of calves, please read the July 2020 FAS 
newsletter. If you would like to find out more about 
the welfare of pigs, please read the September 2020 
FAS newsletter.

If you have any questions or require further 
support, please contact the FAS helpline by 
telephone (03000 200 301) or email  
(advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk).

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guide-to-cross-compliance-in-england-2021
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-09/FAS-news-JULY-20Final2.pdf#page=9
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-12/FAS-news-SEPT-2020-Final.pdf#page=6
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/farm-animals-looking-after-their-welfare
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-12/FAS-news-SEPT-2020-Final.pdf#page=6
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-09/FAS-news-JULY-20Final2.pdf#page=9
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/farm-animals-looking-after-their-welfare
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Rule 6 – you must take reasonable steps 
to prevent soil loss caused by horticultural 
and farming activities. This is important 
because soil loss can result in erosion and 
allow pollutants to enter a watercourse.

You must take reasonable precautions 
when carrying out activities such as:
•	 applying	organic	manure	or	

manufactured fertiliser;
•	 creating	farm	tracks	or	gateways;
•	 establishing	seedbeds,	polytunnels	or	

tramlines;
•	 cleaning	out	ditches;
•	 installing	drainage	or	irrigation;
•	 irrigating	crops;
•	 spraying	crops	with	plant	protection	

products such as herbicides and 
fungicide.

Examples of precautions to mitigate soil 
erosion include:
•	 planting	crops	in	early	autumn	and	in	

dry conditions;
•	 planting	headland	rows	and	beds	across	

the base of sloping land;
•	 undersowing	or	sowing	a	cover	crop	to	

stabilise soil after harvest;
•	 breaking	up	compacted	soil;
•	 establishing	grass	buffer	strips	in	valleys;	

and	along	contours,	slopes,	field	edges	
and gateways.

To	find	out	how	inspectors	check	you	are	
complying	with	the	rules,	please	visit	 
GOV.UK.

Farming Rules  
for Water:  
Rule 6 – reasonable 
precautions to 
prevent soil erosion
The Farming Rules for Water have been in place since 
2018 and all farmers in England must comply with them. 
These rules aim to protect water quality by regulating 
farming practices. There are eight rules in total – this 
article provides an overview for Rule 6, which sets out the 
requirements to prevent soil erosion by livestock.

FAS has a suite of resources to help you understand the Farming Rules for Water, 
including a technical article, a webinar recording and Q&A document – which can be 
accessed here. All FAS resources are free and if you require further support, please 
contact the FAS helpline by telephone (03000 200 301) or email  
(advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk).

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rules-for-farmers-and-land-managers-to-prevent-water-pollution#enforcement-and-inspections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/farming-rules-for-water-in-england
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/webinars/farming-rules-water-webinar-december-2020
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2020-12/FAS%20Farming%20rules%20for%20water_final%20v2.pdf
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Have your say on water abstraction licensing moving 
to the Environmental Permitting Regulations regime
This article provides information on 
the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
consultation on the move of 
abstraction and impounding 
licensing into the Environmental 
Permitting Regulations 2016 (EPR) 
regime, which is due to launch in 
September 2021.

Following a decision to delay the 
move of water abstraction and 
impounding licensing into the 
EPR regime (due to coronavirus 
(COVID-19)), Defra now plans to 
consult on the detail of the move in 
September 2021. Abstraction and 
impounding licensing will move into 
the EPR regime in 2023. 

This move is part of a drive to 
modernise abstraction and impounding 
management, streamline the overall 
environmental regulatory framework 
and is one of the commitments in the 
Government’s 2017 Water Abstraction 
Plan. The Water Abstraction Plan 
sets out how Government will reform 

water abstraction management 
over the coming years to protect the 
environment and improve access to 
water. The move allows for further 
rationalisation and unification of 
regulations so that the majority of 
environmental permissions will fit 
under one legal framework. This is 
especially advantageous to the growing 
number of customers that hold more 
than one legal permission with the 
Environment Agency and conduct 
multiple activities on the same site.

Defra is proposing to adopt 
the provisions of the EPR as far 
as is possible for abstraction and 
impounding activities. However, 
some of the fundamental principles 
that protect abstractors and the 
environment are specific to water 
resources legislation and are not found 
in the existing EPR. As such, Defra is 
proposing to move parts of the existing 
legislation into the EPR to keep those 
provisions that are essential to water 
resource management.

Defra is proposing that, on the 
move into the EPR, there will be no 
change to existing licences’ rights, 
entitlements or conditions. Permits 
that are issued after the move to EPR 
will have different rights and EPR 
conditions. Abstractors who hold a 
time-limited licence that expires after 
the move to EPR is implemented will 
need to apply for a permit upon expiry 
of the time limit, which will have 
different rights and EPR conditions.  

Defra is inviting views on its 
proposals via a public consultation. 
The consultation will run for 12 
weeks and can be accessed at Defra 
– Citizen Space when it is launched 
in September. Licence holders and 
other stakeholders will be contacted to 
inform them of the consultation and 
how to take part prior to launch.

Water 
abstraction 
reminders
The Environment Agency’s 
updated guidance on water 
abstraction during prolonged 
dry weather and drought can be 
found at GOV.UK. This includes 
more detail on how abstractors 
can get help during these 
conditions.

The latest 3-month UK forecast 
from the Met Office can be viewed 
here.

For more information, 
including the updated irrigation 
prospects, please read the April 
FAS newsletter.

mailto:https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-abstraction-plan-2017?subject=
mailto:https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-abstraction-plan-2017?subject=
mailto:https://consult.defra.gov.uk/?subject=
mailto:https://consult.defra.gov.uk/?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-abstraction-flexible-options-in-exceptional-dry-weather
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2021-04/FAS-news-APRIL-21-finalv1.0_0.pdf
https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/2021-04/FAS-news-APRIL-21-finalv1.0_0.pdf
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/contingency-planners/index#3-month-outlook


Get the latest updates by following FAS on Twitter
Follow us on @DefraFAS for up-to-the-minute updates on publications, events and industry information.

Subscribe to the free FAS Newsletter
If you don’t already receive the FREE monthly FAS newsletter, please email  

bookings@farmingadviceservice.org.uk with ‘Register for newsletter’ in the subject line. 
Alternatively, please visit farmingadviceservice.org.uk and enter your email address  

into the newsletter sign up box.

In line with data protection regulations, such as the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the UK Data Protection Act 2018,  

FAS has updated its privacy policy to explain how your data is kept safe.  
To view the policy, please visit  

www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/events/privacy/

Sign up to FAS services

https://twitter.com/DefraFAS
mailto:bookings@farmingadviceservice.org.uk
http://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/events/privacy/
http://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk
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